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Interpretation of Confucianism by
Means of Zen:Explication of the Four
Books by Yuan Chung-Dao in the

Late Ming Dynasty

Deng, Keh-ming

( Abstract]

Yuan Chung-Dao in the late Ming Dynasty was an egpb of Kung-An Faction.
He was not only noted for his advocating new litgrstyle but also having peculiar
vision on Nature by delving into study on the sabjén order to rectify the trend of
advocating heavily on the conceptions of Zen apidieg Confucianism, he wrote a
book entitled “Sea Ladling” to explicate the cowksrcane meaning of the Four Books
by means of the conceptions of Zen.

The first part of this article introduces the pwsp@nd background of the book Sea
Ladling. Secondly, examining the way Yuan Chung-@aplicated the “Nature of the
Being” of Confucianism and the conception of “suottension of knowledge laying in
the investigation of things” of the Great Learnirgpectively, and finally, concluded
with a comprehensive evaluation of the book ag#smits characteristics.

Yuan Chung-Dao’s Explication of the Four Books h#dwe appearance of
harmonizing Confucianism and Buddhism, but his @ias to re-discern the status and
value of Confucianism by means of Zen. It was a@agrsignificance during the late
Ming Dynasty when the dominant idea was of harmiagizhe Three Disciplines,
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namely, the Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism.

Keywords: Yuan Chung-Dao, the Four Books, Confucianism, Bugld, Zen



