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Scriptures, Numinous Charts and
Transmission:
A Study of Lingbao Scripture on the
Twenty-four Charts

Hsieh, Shu-wei”

[Abstract]

Descriptions of pictures and text in Daoist texts provide key insights to their visual
thinking, thus this work explores discussions of image and text in Daoist scriptures. It
also explores Daoist attitudes to images, talismans, and text in Daoist scriptures, and
from there outlines concepts related to Daoist images in Daoist scripture. Southern
traditions placed more emphasis on images, on which the Writs of the Three Sovereigns,
bear significantly. Discussions of images in the Lingbao sect took earlier textual and
image traditions by organizing them into a complete system. This paper contains an
analysis of the structure of the Lingbao Scripture of the Twenty-four charts, and finds
that this scripture is primarily centred on the Cinnabar Seal of Purple Scripts and Jade
Writes 23" = & 2] %1"[ and the Twenty-four Charts and also that the Jade Talismans of
Three Sections and Eight Effulgences = If’“,ﬂ A F‘J =[] is key to understanding the other
two scriptures. Moreover, it describes how the Registers of Three Sections and Eight
Effulgences =~ ?‘[U A ?J%E attached at the end of the scripture is an initiation ritual. The
True Writs and sacred paintings therein can be said to be the most central concepts to
the entire Scripture of Twenty-four Charts. This concept of sacred illustration took a
central role in six dynasties Daoist scriptures, because their original form, the “Patterns
of Heaven,” was an image possessed of great power, the crystallisation of primordial qi.
The Perfect Writs, Numinous Charts, Jade Talismans emphasized in the Lingbao
scriptures were actually both “scriptures” and also “fundamental writs”. Writs and

Images were the visible form of the basic origin of the universe. The Scripture of

* Associate professor, Graduate Institute of Religious, National Chengchi University.
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Twenty-four Charts played the role of an interconnected system, using the concept of
Perfect Writs and Numinous Charts to unify the traditions prior to the fifth century into

an integrated structure, which took Images, Talismans and Writs as it central core.

Keywords: Numinous Charts, Jade Talismans, Lingbao, Daoism, Twenty-four Charts
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