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Tracing the Origin of the Sound and
Understanding Its Variations: On Fang
Yizhi’s Qieyun Shengyuan and His
Thought of Phonology

Wang, Song-mu”

[Abstract]

Extoled as an “Encyclopedia” scholar, Fang Yizhi (1611-1671) was not only
versed in phonology, but also a great thinker. His masterpiece Qieyun Shengyuan was
based on his system of thought and, in many respects, integrated the Siddhall and Taixi
Pingyin. Only when the researchers today are very learned about phonology and
Image-number Ology can they reasonably account for the design motivation and
phonological system. However, the Fang Study today is now clearly divided into two
groups, i.e. the phonology scholars and philosophy scholars: most philosophy scholars
would focus on the interpretation of Fang’s thought and rarely touched the issues on the
phonology research; they always leave Fang’s masterpiece Qieyun Shengyuan without
further discussion. On the other hand, however, most of the phonology scholars seem
tentatively to avoid Fang’s Image-number thought and entirely focus his Qieyun
Shengyuan as the object of research. Both of them have their merits and flaws and
hardly can any of them fully reveal the gist of this work.

Due to the limits mentioned above, the paper tends to explore the design
motivation of the work as well as the interrelated relationship between phonology and
image-number ology from disenchantment to reenchantment from the perspective of
history of phonological philosophy. The paper will argue how Fang, based on his
image-number ology and the traditional study of gie phonology, comprehend the
Siddha phonology as well as the European phonology. Any of the multiple and

complicated factors will be coherently integrated in order to outline an ideal rthyme

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Kaohsiung Normal University.
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table and gie sound policy of achieving the ultimate goal of “tracing the origin of

soundless in the past and understanding the variations of sounds in the future.”

Keywords: Fang Yizhi, gie phonology, Deng-yun, history of phonological philosophy,

design motivation
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