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A STUDY ON THE RISK OF PREGNANCY OUTCOMES
BY PREGNANCY ORDER, MATERNAL AGE AND
BIRTH INTERVAL IN TAIWAN AREA’

CHIANG, CHIN YEH*

Childbearing patterns have an impact
on maternal and child health. According
to surveys in Asia, Africa and Latin America,
pregnancies may be considered high risk if
they are too young (maternal age under 18),
too old (maternal age over 35), too many
(pregnancy after four births), too close
(less than two years apart). To evaluate
the - impact, pregnancy outcomes, infant,
child 'and maternal mortality are usually
used as evaluation indices.

This paper studied on the relationship
between childbearing patterns and pregnancy
outcomes (whether miscarried or stillbirthed).
Data were drawn from KAP4 (1973) and
KAP-5 (1980) surveys that were conducted
by Taiwan Provincial Institute of Family
planning.

The relationship in Taiwan Area- did
not show the similarity and consistency as
those in other countries of Asia, Africa
and Latin America. Only birth interval
had a little influence on the happening of

miscarriage. The ratios of miscarriage rates
stratified by birth interval were: firth
pregnancy : less than 1 year 1-2 years :

over 2years=16:4.7:14:1.

It was concluded that social economic
factors so dominantly confounded the
relationship that pregnancy outcomes had
been protected beyond the influences of
childbearing patterns; otherwise -.the fact
was that childbearing patterns had more
association with infant, child and maternal
mortality than with pregnancy outcomes.
The latter needs to be studied further.

(Natl J Public Health Assoc (ROC) 1987;7(3):113-124)

*M. P. H,, Research Associate, Taiwan Provincial Institute of Family Planning





