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On Archetypal Pattern of Jia Bau-yu’s
Initiation in The Dream of the Red
Chamber

Ou, Li-chuan *

[Abstract]

This article utilizes Western mythological and archetypal criticism to explore the
archetypal pattern that constitutes the narrative structure of The Dream of the Red
Chamber. The exploration clarifies the mode of Jia Bao-yu’s initiation in the novel: a
“rite of passage” adopting “submission” as basic gesture, rather than a “ﬁ'\'?@qﬂﬁ:ﬁ hero
myth” aspiring to go beyond the era. Jia’s initiation happens in this way to reconcile
conflicting powers in his own heart and to result in balanced life equilibrium, shifting
from a world of Mother to a world of Father, from a Boy to a Man. From this
perspective, under an apparent motif of resisting growing adult/mature, The Dream of
the Red Chamber is in depth a compromising-with-society Buildungsroman. True, it
does share with ﬁ'\'?%?ﬁﬂﬁ:f, similar structure and symbolic meanings. Nevertheless, in

essence it recounts a “rite of passage” through which a boy is enlightened.

Keywords: The Dream of the Red Chamber, Jia Bao-yu, initiation mode, Bar Mitzvah

(Rite of Passage ) , archetypal criticism, Bildungsroman

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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