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Echoes of the Discourse and Visualized
Contemplation of Literary Works on
Sixteen Contemplations in the late Ming

Tsao, Shu-chiian *

[Abstract]

Led by Chen Jiru's (1558-1639) Dushu shiliii guan (Sixteen Contemplations in
Reading), a series of literary works appeared during the late Ming to follow up the
theme of "sixteen contemplations." Inherited from The Amitayurdhyana Siatra, Tu
Benjun's (1542-1622) Yan dushu shiliti guan (Performing Sixteen Contemplations in
Reading), Wu Kai's (?-1644-?) Dushu shiliii guan bu (A Supplement to Sixteen
Contemplations in Reading), Chen Jian's (1594-1676) Caogu shiliti guan (Writing
Sixteen Contemplations), Shen Maogong's (?-1629-7) Shanyou shiliii guan (Sixteen
Contemplations in Travel), Qi Chenghan's (1563-1628) Yuanjii shiliti guan Sixteen
Contemplations in Garden), and Chen Hognshou's (1599-1652) Yinjii shiliti guan
(Sixteen Contemplations in Seclusion) are not only related to these contemplations but
are contextualized in contemporary society, where a unique branch of the genre, biji
(brush notes) formed in the late Ming, specializing in the content that flows from the
contemplation of the Ksetra (pure land) to the scholars.

This series of literature, based on oral description from the styles of shishuo
(known as a style from A New Account of the Tales of the World) and quotation, altered
the essence of The Amitayurdhyana Sitra and thus settled a type of literary text that
jotted down sixteen stories of scholars' life experiences. This change went through three
significant stages. Sixteen Contemplations in Reading first explores a type of written
narration, different from general brush notes through the cultural context of the late
Ming. Second, Sixteen Contemplations in Garden remarks that the development of the
abovementioned style of narration was nourished by the writing culture of dialogue.

Such verbalization therefore vivified the individualization of narrators, clearly centering

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.



MRHAZESC (/S8 SRYINIEEEENEAI B A BB 239

on the garden owner's practice in life. Thirdly, crossing the transition to the Qing,
Chen's Sixteen Contemplations in Seclusion further replaces texts with pictures, pausing
at certain moments of the past activity without historical consciousness. To
de-historicize representations, this type of presentation embraces pictures, stamps, and
poetry to recall one's previous experience, providing clues for readers to interpret. The

relations between a printer and the printed are intimate yet enigmatic.

Keywords: Sixteen Contemplations, Chen Jiru, Qi Chenghan, Chen Hongshou, Echoes

of the Discourse, Visualized Contemplation
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