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THE TIME ALLOCATION OF NURSING PERSONNEL

SYI SU. HW-LI LEIU*, LI-SE YOUNG**., CHAOFANG CHAW=**

The pattern of nursing services is an
important factor to affect the.quality of
medical services. Acknowledging of this,
the anthor was motivated to conduct research
on the time allocation of nursing personnel.

Nursing activities were categorized into
four mutually exclusive and collectively
exhaustive groups: direct care, indirect care,
unit related activities and personal activities
Work sampling method was used and two
nursing units were selected.

The results revealed that:

1. Indirect activity is the most im-
portant activity (according to the
time allocation).

2. The activity distributions vary with
week days.

3. The two peaks of workload appear
at 9-10 AM and 1-3 PM.

4. Unit related activies dominate head
nurse’s time allocation. Except few
deviant nurses, all the other personnel
have about the same time allocation
on personal activities.

5. There are significant differences in
between two nursing units.

This study represents the first formal

effort toward nursing operation. It is ex-
pected to arouse more similar and related

‘studies to be done and thus the standards

of nursing time allocation pattern can be

" established.

(J Natl Public Health Assoc (ROC) 1988; 8(1): 36-50)

Department of Public Health National Taiwan University

*Department of Public Health Nation Cheng-Kung University

**Department of Nursing National Taiwan University Hospital
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BAEERS TRERSE  MIER  ERHEHE - REEHE > BEARNTEERER
 BREEERT -
BEE SR E TAEYECER - HEff TARaTE o
B LERIEABRHE B BRENME
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P8 @ TR ASR AT & a0 R 3

R EEEE ) N5 B IS MEERE 5 %~ 10% 2 KRR 76 2 B

g5

"k 5% 6 % 7% 8% 9% 10%
5% 30,400 21,000 15,500 11,900 9,390 7,600
10% 14,400 10,000 7,340 5,630 4,450 3,600
15% 9,070 6,300 4,620 3,540 2,800 2,210
20% 6,400 4,440 3,260 2,500 1,980 1,600
25% 4,800 3,330 2,450 1,880 1,480 1,200
30% 3,730 2,590 1,900 1,460 1,150 - 935
35% 2,970 2,060 1,520 1,160 915 745
40% 2,400 1,670 1,220 940 740 600
45% 1,960 1,360 1,000 765 605 490
50% 1,600 1,110 815 625 495 400
55% 1,310 910 670 510 405 325
60% 1,070 740 545 415 330 265
65% 860 600 440 335 265 215
0% 685 475 350 265 210 170
5% 535 370 270 210 165 135
80% 400 275 205 155 125 100

- 85% 280 195 145 110 87 71
90% 175 125 90 69 55 44

9% 85 59 43 33 26 21

source : Barues (1980)
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