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COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICE
— The Experience of the Yang-Ming Crusade. 1978-1993.—

Ni-Wen Kuo, Nan-PinG Young, Wu-Suaou P. CHANG,
Pesus ChHou

Health care services have harnessed two
major goals in the past decades. The first is
to raise the ratio of physician and the served
citizens. The second is to get even distribu-
tion of health care manpower. Instead of the
varieties of education systems which are
shaped by its individual cultural environment,
the medical education has been most influ-
enced universally by the greater demand of
the health care industry. The first such move-
ment comes from the civilian's demand for
more and better community health care ser-
vices. Increased numbers of medical students
is reflected in many medical schools immedi-
ately. Nonetheless, most of them are trained
toward physicians providing community health
care services. This had been demonstrated in
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Norway and Po-
land from 1905 to 1980s.

In Taiwan, several strategies have been
employed to enhance physicians serving in the
community and establishment of the National

Health Services. One of this was to establish
The National Yang-Ming Medlcal College In
1975. These medical students have been pro-
vided with full scholarship, Including tuition
and living expenses, during the years as medi-
cal students. Post appropriate clinical train-
ing, most of they are assigned to public hcalth
care sectors, like rural community health units
or group practice centers. Moreover, In order
to induce the interest in serving the commu-
nity, they are provided with practical field
training during the years in the medical
schools, particularly joining the activities of
the Yang-Ming Crusade. This report illustrat-
ing the experiences of Yang-Ming Crusade is
to serve as a real cxample of preventive medi-
cine in the field. Through it roots the first
successful example of community health care
services provided by the medical students,
teachers and medicel professionals. (J Natl
Public Health Assoc (ROC): 1993, 12(3):312-
321)

Institute of Public Health, National Yang-Ming Medical College.
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