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CHANGES IN LIFE EXPECTANCY IN TAIWAN AREA DUE TO
DECLINES IN MORTALITY, 1981-1990.

CHENG HsianG LIn

This study investigates the gains in life
expectancy due to declines in mortality for
the Taiwan population between 1981 and 1990.
To substitute the traditionally assumed "par-
tial elimination rate" of the causes of death
for figuring out the gains in life expectancy,
this article uses the change of mortality rate
in each age interval between 1981 and 1990
as an estimator for the partial elimination rate
and computes the relative contribution of the
ten leading causes of death on the gains in
life expectancy in different age intervals. We
find out that most of the contribution comes
from Cerebrovascular disease, a small contri-
bution from the Malignant Neoplasm before

age 60, while it turns out to be negative after
age 60; In addition, the contributions from Ac-
cident, Pneumonia are negative for working
age group (15 ~ 65 years old) and the contri-
bution of Diabetes is negative in overall age
groups. Negative contribution means the mor-
tality of some causes of death is getting worse
during this 10 year period. Obviously, based
on the standpoint of prevention and control of
the ten leading causes of death in Taiwan, we
must pay special attention to the Malignant
Neoplasm in old age group, Accident and Pneu-
monia in working age group and Diabetes
for all age group. (Chin J Public Health
(Taipei): 1996; 15(6): 553-561)

Key words: life expectancy, mortality, competing causes of death.
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