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Assessment of vulnerability of public health to the impact of
global environmental change

Critical literature review was used in this study to collect the information concerning the

potential ompact of global environmental changes on public health. Although the potential influ-

ence of global warming on public health has been a subject of study for decades, no clear conclu-

sions have been made. The vulnerability of public health to environmental changes is hypothetical

until the degree of change is known. The global envirnmental changes may have direct or indirect

effects on public health. The main direct effects are heat stroke and heat exhaustion. The indirect

effects from global changes include changes in the pattern and trends of vectorborne diseases from

unusual distribution of vectors, increased skin diseases from ultraviolet light, and increased cases

of allerty and asthma from environmental pollution. However, due to uncertainty concerning the

impact of global climate changes on public health, it will be difficult to justify trends and correla-

tion between observed health changes and environmental changes.(Chin J Public Health,
(Taipei):2000;19(1):20-32)
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