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The Difference in Activity Participation
between Employed and Unemployed
Persons with Psychiatric Disabilities in
Taiwan

Y A-LiING CHEN, TING-FaNG Wu, Su-TiNnG Hsu

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to investigate the difference in activity
participation between employed and unemployed persons with chronic psychiatric
disabilities in Taiwan. Methods: We used a self-designed questionnaire based on the
International Classification of Functioning, Disability, and Health (ICF) framework to
collect data. Results: The results indicated that gender and diagnosis did not significantly
impact the level of participation in activities or the degree of perceived difficulty for
persons with psychiatric disabilities. However, those persons with psychiatric disabilities
who had graduated from college participated in more activities than those without college
degrees. In addition, persons with psychiatric disabilities who were employed participated
in significantly more activities than those who were unemployed. The level of participation
in activities and the degree of perceived difficulty were significantly negative correlated.
Conclusions: Vocational rehabilitation practitioners should provide more opportunities
for persons with psychiatric disabilities to participate in community life to enhance
communication and social interaction skills and to find productive employment in order to
gain a meaningful life.

Key words: persons with psychiatric disabilities, ICF, activity participation, work
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