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On the View of Jia-Ren in The Dream
of the Red Chamber

Ou, Li-chuan”

[Abstract]

This article discusses the inter-textual relationship between The Dream of the Red
Chamber and the preceeding examples of Scholar-beauty Romance (Cai-Zi Jia-Ren
Novels) by focusing upon the image, meaning and evaluation of “beauty” (Jia-Ren) in
The Dream of the Red Chamber. The Dream of the Red Chamber categorizes the Peony
Pavilion and The West Chamber, among others, into Scholar-beauty Romance and
points out their common lust narrative pattern, concluding that these romances “are
required to involve some licentious excess”. Thus The Dream of the Red Chamber
highlights the essential constituent role of “beauty” in these romances, and gives it a
clear delineation. Through the above analysis, I discuss the degree to which Lin Dai-Yu
accepts and approves of the concept of “lust” in the Romance of West Chamber and
Peony Pavilion. 1 argue that Lin Dai-yu’s acceptance of these works is in alignment
with and shows affinity to the theme of sentimental melancholy in the Chinese lyrical
poem tradition. I also explore the sense that Lin clearly declines to be deemed as a
“beauty”. Then, I discuss the re-interpretation of ~“beauty” by Zhiyanzhai ( ﬁﬁ’dﬁfiﬁ ). 1
propose that Zhiyanzhai understands “beauty” as a talented and well-learning female
who is charming both physically and mentally, as embodied in Xue Bao-chai. Thus,
through the twists and turns around the images of “beauty” in these works, I show that
Cao Xueqin consciously and intentionally overturns the traditional view of romantic

love in Chinese narrative literature.

Keywords: The Dream of the Red Chamber, Chinese Scholar-beauty Romance (Cai-Zi
Jia-Ren Novels), the Beauty (the Talented Women), Xue Bao-chai, Lin
Dai-yu, The Romance of West Chamber

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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