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An Analysis and Synthesis of “Rite” an
d “Music” in “Xingzimingchu”
([EET F/ﬁf[ "): An Exploration of the
Confusion Surrounding the Four-Way
or Three-Way interpretation of Tao

Lin, Su-ying~

[Abstract]

“Xingzimingchu” states: “Tao is the principle of everything in the world. To
comprehend the true meanings of Tao, a disciplined mind is a prerequisite. Among the
four aspects of Tao, only humanity is stable and therefore expressible; the other three
aspects are contiguous and always changing.” Because the regulators of Guo dian Chu
bamboo slips do not provide a satisfactory explanation of the above point, scholars are
often confused about the connotation and extension of Tao’s four ways or three ways.
Since Pu Mao-Zuo organized “Xingqinglun”(’[‘i’:‘[ﬁﬁ) and explained that the key to
solving the above confusion is to define the meaning of “rite” and “music”, and scholars
can then resolve these difficult questions by analysis from different dimensions.
Although some studies offer valuable insights, there are still important limits to be
overcome. The relationship between “rite”, “music” and “Tao” is fundamental to
comprehension of the “Tao”. Therefore this article focuses on the analysis and synthesis
of “rite” and “music” to tease out the source of the confusion as whether Tao in
“Xingzimingchu” consists of four ways or three ways. The study will also discuss and

compare the research methods employed by scholars in the field.

Keywords: “Xingzimingchu”, Tao, four ways, three ways, rite, music, research method
y y
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