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Su Shih Acceptance of the Pure Land
Faith

Huang, Hui-jing"

[Abstract]

In the Northern Song Dynasty, the senior monks extended the concept of “Western
Pure Land” and the organization “Pure Land Societies”, to bring them closer to the
secular world. Thus, a popular form of “Pure Land” faith was developed, providing a
simple and convenient path to enlightenment, which gradually penetrated the lives of
ordinary people. The monks and the people gathered together to practice Buddhist
“Pure Land Faith”. All that was required of believers to enter “Sukhavati” or the
“Paradise of the West” was to chant the name of Buddha and to practice meditation.
Pure Land faith became increasingly popular, affecting government, nobility, literati,
and monks. We know that in Su Shih’s lifetime of studying Buddhism, he studied “can”
(to reach into the world of deep understanding), and the doctrine of the “dao”, but had
some doubts about his belief in the “Pure Land Faith”. Studies of Su Shih Buddhist
beliefs rarely discuss the “Pure Land Faith”, therefore this article compares the
following: poetic works, Buddhist scripture, history, biography. This article proposes
four practical conclusions: the donation valuables to paint statues, transgression
scripture, Manuscript Buddhist Scripture, the spread of printing, life releasing, a
prohibition on killing. The conclusions are then employed to review Su Shih’s beliefs
and to clarify the doubts that modern scholars have about Su Shih’s beliefs on Pure
Land Faith.

Keywords: Su Shih (#xiit) , Pure Land faith (351+ ) , Amitabha (@ gZ[& @} ) | chant
the name of buddha ( 4.f#1)

*Associate Professor, Department of Chinese language and Literature, National Pingtung
University.
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