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Two Meanings of “Xing” (Comparison)
in Wenxin Diaolong (The Literary Mind
and the Carving of Dragons) and the

Transformation of “Xing” in Chinese
Poetics

Yen, Kun-yang”

[Abstract]

“Bi” (comparison) and “Xing” (affective image) were two important poetic ideas
in ancient China. This paper discusses the two meanings of “Xing” in Wenxin
Diaolong and the transformation of the idea of “Xing” First, the author explores the
two meanings of “Xing” and then examines the transformation that occurs when both
the old and new uses of “Xing” are presented in Wenxin Diaolong. Finally, from a
socio-cultural perspective, the author argues that the transformation of the idea of
“Xing” is not unilateral; instead, it always reflects the transposition of subject and
object in Chinese poetics.

Keywords: Wenxin Diaolong, Bi (comparison), Xing (affective image), history of Xing,
comparison, affective image

*Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tamkang University.
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