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Characteristics of occupational injury inpatients covered by the
National Health Insurancein Taiwan

Objectives: This was a descriptive study. Factors of occupational injury were analyzed with
admission data of health insurance in Taiwan. The purpose was to offer a priority order recom-
mendation of occupational injury prevention. Methods: Admission data of occupational injury
and others between 1996 and 1999 were translated, summarized, and rebuilt into a new database.
The group was " the population of non-traffic accident, and non-dependent occupational injury
from admission data of health insurance". The study analyzed the correlation of age, age group,
sex, types of occupational injury, and payments. Results: Of admission data, 85% belonged to this
group. The mean of admission was 10.1 days, and mean of payments was NT$ 48,723. The mean
of payments of male, admitted to medical center, and middle-age group were higher than others.
Bone fracture, open wound of upper limb, crushing injury, burn, and cranial injuries were the
major types of disease. Sixty-five percent of cases belonged to the five major occupational injury
subgroups. The subgroup of bone fracture had the highest total payments. The patient of burn had
the highest average payments and the longest average admission days. Conclusions: The number
of admission days was the major factors for payments. We suggest that reducing severity of injury
possibly will reduce the number of admission days and reduce payments. We recommend that we
must focus on prevention of events of bone fracture, and burn to minimize the damage of individ-
uals by effectively controlling the safety of environment of work and education. (Taiwan J Public
Health. 2003;22(3): 147-154)
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