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Review on male climacteric studies

Over ten thousand articles on climacteric (or menopause) for women can be found, but rela-
tively less has been done on the male equivalent. The ratio of published studies of climacteric men
(or andropause) to climacteric women is of the order of 1:100. The aim of this paper isto review
the literature on the theme of male climacteric both in Taiwan and abroad from: drawing debates
on the existence of a male climacteric to clarify the diverse opinions of different perspectives and
definitions; describing the perception and handling methods in medical field for treating male
climacteric; probing the prospect of treating male climacteric that might lead to prostate cancer or
other side effects; warning the possibility of medicalizing men's health; and communicating the
importance of gender analysis for the male climacteric study based on the experience of women's
studies on femal e climacteric abroad. It is concluded that male climacteric is of importance in the
interests of public health and men's health as a global trend that is indisputable. (Taiwan J Public
Health. 2003;22(2):97-107)

Key words: male climacteric (andropause), perspective of women's study, medicalization, gender
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