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Global challenges of inter national health development

In the past decade, international health practice and research have gradually gained recogni-
tion in Taiwan. The purpose of this article is to introduce global challenges of international health
and strategies to meet these challenges. This article is divided into five sections. The first section
introduces the nature and scope of international health. Thisis followed by a discussion of new
developments in the research and practices of international health. In the third section, the author
categorizes global challenges to international health into six groups. These challenges are: multi-
disciplinary integration; inter-sector and sector-wide coordination; methodological challenges; the
impacts of globalization and inequality in health development; old and newly emerged communi-
cable diseases; and natural and human-made disasters. The fourth section discusses five strategies
for addressing these global challenges. These strategies include: (1) strategies to address economic
globalization and the widening inequality in wealth; (2) multiple approaches to development; (3)
Sector-Wide Approaches (SWAp); (4) peace movements; and (5) multi-disciplinary collaboration.
Finally, the last section presents policy recommendations for Taiwan's development of its interna-
tional health programs. (Taiwan J Public Health. 2004;23(1):18-31)
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