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The Style is The Man: Mencius’ and
Zhuangzi’s Writings and their Views of
the Sages

Yang, Ya-wen"

[Abstract]

How does a person's thinking influence his writing style? | try to clarify this
relationship by researching Mencius’ and Zhuangzi's writings and their views of the
sages. Mencius took Yao and Shun as sages, promoted their ways, emphasized that
everyone can learn to be as good as Shun, build up the inheritance from Yao, Shun, Yu,
and others from Tang to Confucius, and took the responsibility of carrying out the sages'
moral mission. However, ideas advocated by Mencius, including "Human Nature is
Good", had no strict logical reasoning or manifestations but rather, were based on his
knowledge gained from experience. Although difficult to prove, his beliefs are
expressed well through his awe-inspiring actions. On the other hand, Yao and Shun
fulfil the opposite role in Zhuangzi’s thought, even though they still symbolize
benevolent government. By using contrast, Zhuangzi highlighted his idea: the perfect
person is selfless, without fame or achievements. The two characteristics of Zhuangzi's
sages are their meanderings and the spirit of Tao, which also feature in his writing. The
former was embodied as the broad and changing perspective, which resulted in his
strange, mystical and extravagant writing style. The latter correlated all his metaphors
with the purpose of Tao. To conclude, as the theory of cultivation and the ways of
thinking constitute one's view of the sages, so the ideas of language usage and writing
methods constitute one's writing style. Thus it is natural that we should have a very
similar aesthetic experience when considering one writer’s view of the sages and his
writing style.

*Assistant Professor, University International College, Macau University of Science and
Technology.
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