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Analysis of MDMA and Ketamine sample seizures in Taiwan

SHU-FEN CHUANG1, SHOU-CHIEN WU1, WEN-ING TSAY1, JIH-HENG LI1,*, RAY H LIU2,3,
JU-TSUNG LIU4, TIEN-CHUN LEE5, YI-TA YANG6, MAIN-PING SUN7

Objectives: Confer the seizures, doses and use trends of seized MDMA and similar ketamine

in Taiwan from 1998 to 2003. Methods: MDMA and ketamine drugs seized by the judicial, police

and health sectors of Taiwan analyzed in government laboratories. The number of cases, appear-

ance characteristics, and analysis of content and impurity data were used to characterize the abuse

trend. Results: The number of arrest cases involving MDMA and ketamine in Taiwan was 12,941

in the period from 1998 to 2003. The number of arrested cases had clearly grown in the period

from 2000 to 2001. In 2001, the number of arrested MDMA cases was at least 696 and the total

number of forfeited samples was 212,820. In 2002, the number of sampled cases of the abuse of

MDMA and ketamine drugs had rapidly grew. Compared with the arrested MDMA and ketamine

sample cases, the arrested number had rapidly grown from 936 in 2001 to 7,311 in 2002. The

seized tablets had particular words and pattern. Besides, the number of tablets which were mixed

with other components such as caffeine, methamphetamine, cannabis, tramadol, FM2, phenobar-

bital and etc had grown. Furthermore, we had also detected that tablets of MDMA contained

impure components such as DMMDA, MDP and N-methyl-1-(3,4-methylenedioxy) benzylamine.

However, we did not detect any MDEA and MBDB component in confiscated samples. Conclusions:

The number of MDMA and ketamine drugs from the drug seizures has risen since 1998, indicating

that the trend of drug abuse is on the increase, although the amount of MDMA detected declined

in 2003. (Taiwan J Public Health. 2005;24(3):264-273)
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