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Awareness of illegal drug use in senior and vocational high school
students that participated in the anti-drug ambassador campaign

CHIA-CHI LEE*, JIH-CHIAO CHU, DAI-NA CHEN, JIIN-SHIAN LAI, JIH-HENG LI

Objectives: This study investigated the knowledge of drug abuse among senior and vocation-

al high school students and their acknowledgment of drug abuse by their friends and relatives.

Methods: We conducted a questionnaire survey among students at 132 high schools that had

participated in the Anti-Drug Ambassador Campaign. Fifty students were selected from each school.

Results: Among 6,414 students who responded to this survey, 96.5% acknowledged the use of

illegitimate drugs as criminal. Students were more likely to learn of the health effects of illegal

drugs at school (46.8%) and from the media (31.7%). Overall, 13.8% of students that became

aware of the illegal behavior among their classmates and relatives, the use of (Meth) amphet-

amine (50.8%), glue (36.5%), MDMA (29.3%), and marijuana (24.1%) had surged. These drugs

were obtained through friends/classmates (54.5%) and entertainment places, such as KTV’s, MTV’s,

PUBS, Cafe’s, restaurants, and video arcades (38.1%). Conclusion: Amphetamine and its deriva-

tives accounted for the largest share of the illegal drug use that high school students were aware

of. The prevalence of drug abuse in Taiwan might be greater than we are aware of. (Taiwan J

Public Health. 2005;24(3):224-229)
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