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Engendering tobacco control policy in Taiwan: the case of
female smoking

CHUEH CHANG1,2,*, HSIN-CHIEH CHANG1

Objectives: Currently, Taiwan is in the second phase of the “four-stage model of tobacco

epidemic” we need to examine the tobacco control policy from the gender perspective for two

purposes. One is to prevent the female smoking rate from increasing by the marketing of the

tobacco industry, the other is to respond to the concept of gender mainstreaming of the United

Nations. Methods: We adopted Gender-Based Analysis from Health Canada. The Tobacco Haz-

ards Prevention Act, Tobacco Health Tax, and the proposed pregnant women smoking prohibition

regulation will be examined in this study. Results: Tobacco control policies in Taiwan now, lack

gender perspective. Related research also need gender analysis. The motivation under the social

context of female smoking has not been fully studied. The terms of women and men including

girls and boys were not clearly listed in the policies, but were viewed as a whole instead. Furthermore,

the policies also were not closely concerned with the diversity of sex, age, socioeconomic status

and ethnicity. Our analysis observed that the policy-making groups did not completely compre-

hend the concept of gender mainstreaming, the fairness to different genders and the implications

of policies were not well considered; it may consciously or unconsciously damage gender development.

Conclusions: We should conduct more gender analysis on researches in order to provide reference

to those policy makers. It is necessary to do gender education and to explore the effect of gender

stereotypes on smoking, as well as to interpret the marketing strategies with gender awareness.

Last, we should invite more NGOs and women’s organizations to join the tobacco control movement.

(Taiwan J Public Health. 2006;25(2):115-124)
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