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Analysis of tuberculosis case management models in hospitals

1 2 1 2
WaNG-PING LEE', MEI-LING SHEU”, YI-CHUN WU, CHAO-HSIUN TANG,
Kuo-CHERH HUANGZ, Jyn-JYE Juang"”

Objectives: The purpose of this study was to investigate the current management of
tuberculosis patients in Taiwan’s hospitals and to analyze the impact of hospital characteristics on
the inclusion of various components of the model for tuberculosis case management. Methods:
Using the 2001-2004 hospital accreditation data, the study population comprised more than 462
district hospitals in Taiwan. The survey was conducted in early March 2006 by mailing self-
administered questionnaires to the individuals in charge of managing tuberculosis patients in those
hospitals. The final effective sample size was 234. Results: The results showed that, except for the
referral management aspect, hospitals that were participating in the pay-for-quality demonstration
program performed better in terms of manpower allocation, admission management, and the
like. Conclusions: This study demonstrated that the pay-for-quality demonstration program did
exert a positive influence on management of tuberculosis patients in these hospitals. Six policy
recommendations, such as increasing the training of tuberculosis case managers, were proposed on
the basis of these research findings. (Taiwan J Public Health. 2008,27(5):373-384)

Key words: Case management model, Pay-for-quality demonstration program, Tuberculosis,
Hospital
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