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Human security and institutional development of
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation health issues

1 2%
SHunyo Liao, CHA0-CHIN CHANG

This article, inspired by the concept of human security, studies the development of
health issues within the framework of Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)by looking
at the institutional evolution of the Health Task Force (HTF) from a temporary task force
to a permanent Health Working Group (HWG). Issues linking health, economics, food, and
emergency preparedness are examined. We discuss the broad concepts of human security and
their applications to international affairs. After a review of APEC health issues, the human
security perspective is applied to describe the historical phases of the HTF. This study combines
viewpoints from human security and the health regime to evaluate the effectiveness of Taiwan’s
participation in APEC health issues. Policy suggestions are also provided. (Taiwan J Public Health.
2012;31(1):11-20)
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