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The impact of length of hospice stay on cost

SHEUE-SHU CHEN , CHYOU-PING HsieH, HSIN-YU LEg, CHIUNG-YU Tsar, JHE-WEI Li

Objectives: To explore the impact of the length of hospice stay on the medical expenditure
for terminally-ill patients by analysis of the database of National Health Insurance (NHI).
Methods: This case-controlled study compared decedents over 67 years of age who were hospice
users with non hospice decedents in 2013. After one-to-one random matching, there were 7,890
persons in each group. The variables used to create matches were age, gender, specific disease and
the medical expenditure between the 366" and 730" days before the date of death. Results: Both
hospice users and non hospice users had increased medical expenditure while approaching the
date of death. In the 7 days before death, the medical expenditure per hospice users was 65 NT$
lower than that of non hospice users; the saving increased to more than 2,325 NT$ on the final
day before death. The medical expenditure of within 10 days before death showed per hospice
day reductions of 523 NT$. Conclusions: The longer the hospice stay, the greater the saving in
medical expenditure. (Taiwan J Public Health. 2015;34(4):413-423)
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