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Reflections on Taiwan’s efforts in international health cooperation

1,2 1,2,*
Y1BEE HUANG ~, SoNG-LiH HUANG ™

International health cooperation is an important component of development assistance.
Although both the governmental and nongovernmental sectors have made significant efforts in the
past, the magnitude and depth of Taiwan’s international cooperation programs have not matched
its economic achievement. In this article the authors first describe the theoretical background
of international development assistance, emphasizing the importance of human rights. This is
followed by an analysis of the four factors which may the outlook for current international health
cooperation: uncertainty about Taiwan’s position in the global economy, the link between Official
Development Assistance and the diplomatic agenda, limited international opportunities, and the
apolitical nature of assistance projects. There has been limited discussion, let alone consensus,
about Taiwan’s participation in international development assistance, and this has resulted in
the lack of an overall strategy. The authors suggest that Taiwan should calibrate its position and
strategies against international frameworks for international cooperation in order to facilitate
an objective assessment of the country’s development assistance. In addition to preparing for
participation in the post-2015 agenda, Taiwan should take a human rights-based approach as the
basis for the design and evaluation of programs in international cooperation. (Taiwan J Public
Health. 2015;34(2):119-130)
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