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Taiwan’s new clinic closures (survivals) and their associated
determinants: 2000 to 2010

2%
Rica CHING-Y1 CHIaNG', Hul-CHU LANG™

Objectives: This study aimed to determine the survival trends in Taiwan clinics. We expect
the results to provide important information for practitioners and the government for their
operation and health policy making. Methods: We used 2000-2010 NHI claim data and statistics
from the Statistical Bureau, National Statistics of Taiwan. Clinics located in outlying islands,
as well as Chinese physicians and dentists, were excluded from this research. Survival curves
and Cox regression were used to analyze the trends in clinic closures and explore the factors
influencing the survival of clinics during the study period. Results: A total of 7,347 clinics were
initiated between 2000 and 2010. Among the clinics, 5,361 remained open and 1,986 closed.
The survival curve indicated that 7,347 clinics had significantly decreased after the 700" day
of operations. The top 3 closure specialties were general medicine (37.5%), family medicine
(33.9%), and rehabilitation medicine clinics (28.7%). The age of physicians, number of staff
members, income, and clinic visits were significant determinants associated with closure. The
top 3 counties of clinic closures were Yun-Lin, Tai-Tung, and Miao-Li counties. Conclusions:
Between 2000 and 2010, of the 7,347 initiated clinics studied, closures occurred after the 700" day
of operations. The highest three specialties of closure were general medicine, family medicine,
and rehabilitation medicine. (Taiwan J Public Health. 2017;36(6):626-639)

Key Words: clinics, closures, specialist clinics, survival curve, market competition
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