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Implementation of hepatitis C policies in Taiwan

WEN-WEN YaNG', Cria-LiNG Liv', Grace Hui-MiN Wu'?, Kuo-Pen CHENG',

SHENG-NAN LU3, RonG-NaN CHIEN4, Raon-FaNG Pwu™®”

The Taiwan National Hepatitis C Program Office has been established since December 2016
by the Ministry of Health and Welfare of Taiwan, to respond to the society’s calling for a national
policy on hepatitis C control, as well as being the first step toward the WHO’s goal set on 2015.
Aimed to more effective on communicating and coordinating related policies, the Office gathered
information about epidemiological profile and clinical characteristics of hepatitis C nationwide
and, with the advice and guidance provided by experts from hepatologists, epidemiologists,
economists, public health officers, and government leaders, the “Taiwan Hepatitis C Policy
Guideline 2018-2025” was formulated and announced in May 2019. The Guideline set up a goal
of hepatitis C elimination by 2025 and highlighted three policy directions, three core strategies,
eight action plans that could be implemented by relevant stakeholders at all levels of governments
and across public and private sectors. This article aims to summarize the activities which have
been implemented as of to date - from the central and local governments, or public and private
sectors. These activities include securing adequate budget; lowering barriers of access to care;
maintaining continuum of care to leave no one behind; implementing precision screening and
diagnosis and treatment strategies; promoting the interventions and strategies among high-risk
groups; raising the public awareness on HCV screening and treatment; evaluating outcomes of
policy and interventions; encouraging R&D and the introduction of HCV screening and in vitro
diagnostic kits products as well. (Taiwan J Public Health. 2023;42(2):165-179)

Key Words: chronic hepatitis C (HCV), Taiwan Hepatitis C Policy Guideline, Taiwan National
Hepatitis C Program Office (TWNHCP), elimination of hepatitis C, screening
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