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Gu Jing-yang’s interpretation and
response to Wang Yang-ming’s concept
of “in the original substance of the mind

there 1s no distinction between good
and evil”
Lu, Ming-Wei*

[Abstract]

Gu Jing-yang’s interpretive response to Wang Yang-ming’s concept of “in the
original substance of the mind there is no distinction between good and evil” not only
reflects the late Ming Dynasty scholars’ reflection on the problems arising from the
development of Wang’s learning, but also how the late Ming Dynasty scholars
understood Yang-ming’s thought. After Gu Jing-yang was resigned from the official
position and returned to his hometown, he started his discussion of Wang Yang-ming’s
important concept of “in the original substance of the mind there is no distinction
between good and evil”. This article points out that his doubts about Yang-ming’s use of
the words “no good and no evil” to describe “the mind” include not only contains a
practical consideration of theoretical effects, but also his thinking on the understanding
of value ontology and the relationship between ontology and phenomena. And also
through the debate between Jing-yang and Guan Dong-ming about empirical
phenomena and transcendental ontology, to point out that Jing-yang’s doubts was about
Yang-ming’s theory may have a question that separates ontology from practical
activities. And explain that Jing-yang is not incapable of understanding that Yang-ming
uses the statement “in the original substance of the mind there is no distinction between
good and evil” to try to solve the problem of whether the will is pure or not encountered

by people in moral practice, more accurately, this question about which should have
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been about ontological verification, is understood as a problem of self-cultivation theory.
This difference in understanding reflects the differences in the theoretical orientations

of the two sides in their own belief in mind and in nature.

Keywords: Gu Jing-yang, Wang Yang-ming, Guan Dong-ming, in the original
substance of the mind there is no distinction between good and evil,

substance and function



