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Degenerate into Evil: The Images of the
Demons and the Consciousness of

Family Ethics in Journey to the West

Tseng, Shih-Hao"

[Abstract]

In the past, the demons in Journey to the West were often seen as obstacles to the
spiritual journey of the Five Sages, with only are a few people discussing their
significance from an ethical point of view. In fact, the demons are not only are willing
to share Tang Monk meat with their elders but also have a strong brotherhood, which
demonstrates a close sense of family ethics in contrast to the disharmony prevalent in
the team to collect scriptures. Furthermore, the description of the Six Eared Macaque
and the Bull Demon King emphasises the lack of parental responsibility of the Monkey
King. In addition, before arriving at Lingshan, the appearance of Lady Earth Flow and
the Jade Rabbit tarnished the moral realm of Tang Sanzang’s ‘Seeing the Nature and
Understanding the Mind’. The demons’ feelings about the family and the struggles of
monks between leaving and loving home should be related to the question of the moral
evaluation.This perspective offers an opportunity to delve into more complex characters
on the edge of morality and explore their human side that resonates with readers, as

seen in the simple story of slaughtering demons by Sun Dasheng.

Keywords: Journey to the West, The Demons, The Five Sages, Family, Monks
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