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[Research Note]

The Content, Consequences, Outcomes,

and Perspective of the Sino-Vatican
Agreement from the Standpoint of

Vatican Diplomacy

Alexandre Tsung-ming Chen

Independent Researcher in History

Abstract

Signed in Beijing on September 22nd, 2018, the Sino-Vatican Temporary
Provisional Agreement on the Appointment of Bishops marked the beginning
of a new chapter in Sino-Vatican relations. The two parties agreed to keep the
content confidential during this mechanism’s “experimental” phase, with the
possibility of renewing it once every two years. To date, two renewals have
been completed. My article explores the potential content of the agreement, its
procedural aspects, the consequential outcomes, the obstacles, the perspectives
it envisions, and its impact on the relations between the Vatican and the Chinese
Catholic Churches in mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macao, as well
as on the relations between the Vatican and the Republic of China (ROC).

The study delves into two spheres: 1.Relations between Politics and the
Church: This includes examining the political measures and juridical regulations
employed by the government of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in
response to the agreement’s implementation. The study investigates the roles
of the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association and the Episcopal Conference,

143



144 FREIREEFZEES 67 85 1 1

as well as the interactions between the Official Catholic Community and the
Underground Community. 2.Vatican’s Role: The Vatican publishes directives
and exercises the Pope’s spiritual influence to encourage Chinese clergy to
accept the agreement. Simultaneously, it employs Pontifical diplomacy to
strengthen Sino-Vatican relations.

This study leads to two points in the conclusion: 1. The outcomes of the
implementation led to an understanding of the impact on the relations between
Politics and the Chinese Catholic Churches. 2. The Holy See is following
the tradition of the Catholic Church to address the problems in Episcopal
nomination arising from the agreement.

Keywords: Sino-Vatican Agreement, Appointment of Chinese Bishops,
Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association (CCPA), Self-Election
and Self-Consecration, Vatican diplomacy towards the PR.C.
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