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On Rent: The Guangdong Model, Rent-Seeking
Developmental State, and Capitalism

Gwo-shyong Shieh

Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica

The book Rent-Seeking Developmental State in China highlights the
Guangdong model as the prototype of Chinese economic development
since 1979 under which local governments acting as institutional rent
seekers patronize foreign manufacturing enterprises, taking advantage of
emigrant workers discriminated against by the household register system.
This paper initiates a series of dialogues on the conditions, production
and meanings of “rent,” a core category of the book. This paper considers
the book from the perspective of the history of the capitalism. Taking the
legacy of socialism as an example of the encounter of local society with
capitalism, a condition of rent-production and seeking, it then contrasts the
framework of articulation studies (the articulation of modes of production,
the articulation of worldviews, and the articulation of native and capitalistic
categories) with that of “expansion of the value chain” and “local growth
alliance” proposed by the book. Unlike the book’s emphasis on rent-
seeking, this paper calls attention to the production of rent itself and
the multiple meanings of rent to highlight the role of meaning vis-a-vis
that of institutional arrangements. It then briefly reflects on the so-called
“theoretical dialogue.” This paper concludes with a discussion of the role of

commitment in the production of a solid academic work.

Keywords: Global value chain, rent seeking, developmental state, surplus

value, capitalism
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Al s (1) #HEA DA R ELE A A TR ~ (2) HEA
W A AR AT THEA ~ (3) EAR T F|AVEIFEIL 7RIS -
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EHBEETER BN ET T A AR R BL TR 5 1 TR
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I 1993) - ZEFREIHIEERISHT (IMUHIEEREIE)  (Shieh 1992) -
FEAZIERMANERE ( "THi%E), ~ T ILE ) fiRritesUbE
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AR - i T LAEES , ~ T ABER, - TEHEE, -

THSEE ) BUE TIReEE 0 (EMYPED) REYERUREEAE S0 R TR
b=, o TR LS ) SRR E R RN TR,
A TEAME S Ay - T S R R AR R R A BT - ETAE R



CHL ) #ATHR? TAL ) BT 161

G B TESEE ) EEME S —EERE TE, o fE
B~ HHEHSE - 2 0 "ML L fEENE TR,
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1B ASRFEREE LAEASKEEH (e EEG S8R ) - I8
JEHG S RO RT3 - RIGREE - JERIER(EIE - 24 " ReREME, -°
"HHL MZEREREB TEAR TR OERE (T RERERE ) ) 897
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