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From the Grassroots Up:
Free Cessation Movement in 1922 Taiwan

Jungwon JIN

ABSTRACT

The practice of selling daughters into prostitution was once prevalent in Taiwan’s
Han society. Under Japanese colonial rule, this practice was influenced by the public
prostitution system, which involved bringing women from Japan and elsewhere to
Taiwan, to work in the sex trade. It was not until the 1920s, that this issue began to attract
the attention of intellectuals both in Taiwan and abroad. In addition to successive calls for
the liberation of prostitutes from the first-generation Taiwanese intellectuals studying in
Japan, Japanese abolitionist groups also expanded their activities to various colonies.
Nevertheless, Taiwanese intellectuals did not understand the actual situation of the sex
market in Taiwan, and their primary discourse focused on women’s education and
freedom of marriage, which did little to alleviate the suffering of women in the sex trade.
Meanwhile, the abolitionists needed support from the colonial government to promote
their movement, leading their Taiwanese branch to adopt favorable attitudes towards the
Japanese regime. Consequently, although the abolition movement did exist in Taiwan, its
actual operations and impact were limited.

In contrast, the 1922 Free Cessation Movement, an independent local social
movement, also aiming at the abolition of prostitution, developed concurrently in Taipei
and had a more significant impact. Encouraged by Inagaki Tobei, many prostitutes in
Taipei and red-light districts across Taiwan sought to resign from their work, causing a
sensation. Notably, Tsiunn Ui-sti, a local Taiwanese intellectual participated in the
movement out of concern for human rights. Rather than being a provocation instigated by
outsiders, this Free Cessation Movement was indeed a product of exchange and concrete
planning by Tsiunn Ui-sti and Inagaki Tobei within the new cultural context of Taiwan
in the 1920s. Even more significantly, the Free Cessation Movement was able to
effectively establish legitimacy and viability for abolitionism within Taiwanese society
through public judicial hearings and rulings.

Keywords: Prostitution Abolitionism, Free Cessation Movement, Hayashi Utako, Japan
Christian Women’s Organization, Inagaki Tobei, Tsiann Ui-sai
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