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Abstract of Evolution of Chinese Popular Fonts

Rung Fen Tzeng

Central Police University

Abstract

Popular Fonts can be regarded as one kind of information for Chinese. What this
information exists for? Reflecting the usage of folk fonts? Or representing inherent
power of the evolution of font? In order to answer the question, this article tries to
observe the relationship between language and font, and to analyze the definition,
generation, type, and instance of popular fonts. We try to understand the evolution
process of Chinese popular fonts. Otherwise, we want to discuss some questions
relative to “Standard and Popular Fonts” and “Traditional and Simplified Chinese” in
the conclusion. For instance, in the modern world, how do we look upon Simplified
Chinese from Mainland China? Rather than debating a fact which we can’t change, we
would pay more attention to the environment for integrating codes for different
Chinese fonts in computers. Now in this environment, both Traditional and Simplified
Chinese fonts are in use. In today’s information processing, we will meet both fonts, so
we should manage to improve the mapping mechanism between Traditional and
Simplified Chinese fonts on the information transforming interface. Quite a bit of
human wisdom is recorded in Chinese, and it is the public property of human beings.
Most of the records are preserved in Traditional Chinese, and they are what we
shouldn’t change arbitrarily. Otherwise, we will lose what they originally look like.
Nonetheless, today, Simplified Chinese fonts developed from Mainland China already
exist, and we should respect both fonts. Absolutely, it will be better if the Simplified

Chinese fonts are able to return to Traditional ones in the future.

Key words: Chinese Popular Fonts, Standard fonts, Simplified Chinese, Traditional
Chinese, Chinese Philolog
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