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The Deliberation on Chinese Characters

Pei-Rong Huang
Chinese Culture University

Abstract

The use of Chinese characters was divided into two tracks after Mainland China
initialed its policy on characters simplification. It has caused very serious influence on
characters learning for foreign Chinese learners and Chinese heritage students. Besides,
the situation of Chinese characters has turned to be more complicated due to the fact
that the Chinese characters have been used in Japanese and Korean languages in their
own ways.

The paper aims to clarify the problems and current situations of Chinese characters and
will point out the future development of Chinese characters. The research questions include
the populations of using Traditional and Simplified characters, the rules of simplification and
the numbers of characters that have been simplified, the opinions and comments toward
characters simplification by scholars, the future of Chinese characters and the approach that

Taiwan should take for reacting toward this situation.

Keywords: Chinese, Chinese Characters, Written Chinese, Traditional Chinese characters,
Simplified Chinese characters
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