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On College Students’ Colloquial Language

Ru Yu Sung
Chung Yuan Christian University

Abstract

Having ineffective conversation with a college student, the author discovered
that college students’ colloquial language ability was not as good as it had been
before. That conversation rose the author’s intention to explore college students’
language phenomenon. The author interviewed 40 male and 40 female college
students, recorded the interview and analyzed the transcriptions. The mother
languages of those eighty interviewees from various areas of Taiwan included
Mandarin, Taiwanese and Hakka. Some of them are bilingual. Their majors were
liberal arts, science, social science, and engineering. The result showed some
characteristics of college students’ colloquial language, as follows: 1. The speech
speed is high while the density of information is low. 2. There are lots of form
words in sentences. 3. The rotation form is self-affirmation. The element of
language tends to be free and diversified, including various vocabulary sources,
mixture of different accents, and beyond standard grammatical form. The above
characteristics and features are the reasons why college students’ discourses are

inappropriate.

Key words: Taiwanese Mandarin (Mandarin with Taiwanese accent), colloquial

language, language variation
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