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On “The Magical Number Seven, Plus or Minus Two” in
Mandarin Chinese

Ru Yu SUNG
Chung Yuan Christian University

Abstract

In the 50s, George Miller, a cognitive scientist, presented the idea that human’s
short-term memaory could only hold 5-9 chunks of information (seven plus or minus
two). During these years, there are some Chinese Language psychologists who are
still in doubt of it. This research, using various tools and methods, aims to probe
whether this idea exists in Chinese Language. The analysis objects include
newspapers and magazines, students’ oral discourses and Chinese Language
teaching materials. Besides, it applies the computerized Chinese Word
Segmentation Technology and chooses some punctuation marks as the segmentation
symbols to proceed the calculation. The result shows that the range of Chinese Word
is between 6.63 and 7.97, which is compatible with the Seven Plus or Minus Two
Memory Capacity of George Miller and is presented hereby for a proposition to
Chinese Language teaching.

Key words: Chinese Language teaching, capacity of memory, chunks
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