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Creative Use of Fixed Expressions in Advertisement Slogans

Chung, Mei-Lien
Shilin High School of Commerce

Abstract

Fixed expressions, as we will call it, are the necessary product of long-term
language use. In order to utilize or comprehend fixed expressions, language users
must conventionally follow the established and accepted rules. This principle,
however, is persistently violated in advertisement slogans. This paper argues that
this kind of violation is just a temporary variation in the special contexts of
advertisements. Its function is to multiply receivers’ joy in decoding, which then
arouses consumers’ attention and whets purchasers’ buying desires. The chosen
fixed expressions must be widely known by most users and their variation must be
limited to the degree that can still awaken users to the original expressions. It is
worth noting that these reconstructed expressions cannot be employed freely as long
as they are not in appropriate advertisement contexts.

Key words: Advertisement slogans, fixed expressions, advertisement strategy,
creative use, advertisement



