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Linguistic Analysis and Teaching of Chinese as
A Foreign or Second Language

Ting-chi Tang
Soochow University

Abstract

This paper stresses the importance of linguistic analysis to language teaching, by
discussing how seemingly complicated grammatical phenomena in Chinese can be
reduced to a few simple and explicit rules by closely observing the relevant
linguistic data and generalizing them into grammatical rules with certain
explanatory as well as descriptive power. Altogether, four topics are discussed with
detailed examples: (1) the relationship between the internal structures and external
functions of Chinese compounds, (2) conditions on the reduplication of Chinese
disyllabic adjectives, (3) a contrastive analysis between Chinese and English word
orders, and (4) a pragmatic explanation of the usage of ‘J=fd’and ‘J=fI". It is also
emphasized that effective teaching and learning of Chinese grammar as a foreign or
second language starts with conscious knowledge of grammatical rules involved,
which ultimately become unconscious linguistic habits through constant practice
and applications.

Key words: linguistic analysis, teaching Chinese as a foreign or second language,
the relationship between internal structures and external functions of
Chinese compounds, conditions on the reduplication of Chinese
disyllabic adjectives, a contrastive analysis between Chinese and
English word orders, a pragmatic explanation of ‘J=f4’and*J=4{"", a

cognitive approach



