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The Necessity and The Methodology of
Word-list for Dialectal Survey

Ang Ui Jin
Yuan Ze University

Abstract

The history of Chinese dialectal surveys can be divided into some stages.
Since Karlgren (1915 — 1926), the word-lists in large-scale dialectal surveys have
been all based on the phonological system of Chie-yun. However, Tung (1948)
broke the tradition in a Szu-chuan dialect survey in which he did not use any word-
list. This paper discusses three problems of not using word-lists: the limitation of
human power and time constraint, the inconsistence of investigation items and the
integrity of data.

A word-list does not necessarily refer to the Chie-yun system. We can
design any type of word-lists based on the property or typology of the dialects and
the purpose of the investigation. This paper also discusses some methodology and
technology of word-list design, including dialectal comparison and inductive
method of diasystem, pilot survey, categorization of words, typological analysis,

and coding of variants.

Key words: word-list in dialectal survey, dialectal comparison, diasystem,
typological analysis



