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Abstract

The multiculture should be actualised by the independent cultivation of critical
thinking and the practice of continuous education. Only through the fundamental
construction of knowledge and the critical dialogue of examination can we correct the
deep-rooted prejudice and stereotype. Still, we can clarify the difference between
concepts and dominant structure through formal debates. Being one of the
Action/Problem-Solving-Oriented Programmes of the Ministry of Education, this study
is to explore the issues of multicultural respect and concern. As Hilliard points out, the
aim of a multicultural programme is to represent the real and whole experience of all
human traditions. When a programme is close enough to the real world, it is at the
same time multiple. To meet the need of a time of diverse learning, the following are
necessary: the spirit of active exploration and research centred on the everyday life,
respecting individual development, and evoking the personal potential, the abilities of
independent thinking, problem-solving, and adapting to modern world of variety. This
study, in a vivid and practical way, led students to explore Touliou City, in Yunlin
County, including the folk life, the contents of people’s understanding of multiculture,
and the physical environment. This study adopted the method of issue-exploring,
issue-discussing, and fieldwork. That is, it is essentially an action research and addressed
both theoretic and practical aspects. The programme was divided into two parts: the first
was the discussion of multicultural issues and the second was the fieldwork for exploring
related problems. The topics explored were ‘streets revealing historic themes’, ‘the status
of everyday folk-life’, ‘folk religions’, and ‘the changing city and country’. Students had
to clarify their planned issues and find possible solutions. It is hoped that, by exploring
with educational activities, the programmes respecting and caring multiculture in general
education in the future will integrate multiple thinking and the training of reading and
thinking and, after all this, a practical educational design and strategy will be developed.

Keywords: action and problem-solving programme, multicultural, reading,
action research, general education
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