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Constraint Ranking of Language and Music Harmony an
example from Guanju in Shijing

Kailin SUNG
Graduate Institute of Linguistics, National Chengchi Univer sity

Abstr act

Several scholars like Yuanren Chao (1961) > Jackendoff & Lerdahl (1980) > Lerdahl &
Jackendoff (1983) » Gilbers & Schreuder (2002) > Schreuder (2006) have indicated the
parallels between language and music and probed into the principles leading to harmony
in their combination. In fact, the concept of harmony between language and music has
been rooted in Chinese literate since the first the earliest anthology of Chinese poems,
The Book of Songs in pre-Chin Dynasty, which has deeply influenced the fusion
of language and music later on.

This paper discusses how language features are presented in music forms,
with the illustrations of Guanju (Wade Giles) in the versions of two ancient mu-
sic scores, Se and the Wei * s. Under the framework of Optimality Theory, this
paper aims to prove that all musical outputs are generated by the competition among a
series of ranked constraints. In addition, the contrast between Se and the Wei * s also
indicates how music and language can interact differently. These findings may help

reexamine the linguistic features of Chinese verses from a musical perspective.

Key words: Book of Songs, language and music, Optimality Theory
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