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The Utilization of Rhetorical Devices by Fifth Grade
Students in Chinese Narrative Writing:
A Case in One School in Macao

Tien Ping HSIANG Zhisheng WANG
Faculty of Education
University of Macau

Abstract

The study used the content analysis method through the process of
co-operative inquiry to analyze the utilization of rhetorical devices by 106 Macao
fifth graders in Chinese narrative writing (students wrote essays alone in 80
minutes in class). We found: 1. reduplication, visual description, the representation
of a past event, and the repetition of expression (epanalepsis) were the most
common rhetorical devices in students’ narrative writings; 2. students used the
representation of past events, rhetorical questions, the repetition of sentences,
and anadiplosis to link paragraphs or the whole writing; 3. students used
rhetorical devices which can promote expression more than those which can
design ideal forms; 4. sensory description texts were more common than the
representation of past event texts, and repetition texts were more common than
parallelism and climax texts; 5. description without imagined, specific, or
original representation, grammar mistakes, and dialect usage and diction were the
factors which effect the performance of rhetorical devices texts. We suggest: 1.
designing the teaching order of rhetorical devices and integrating reading and
writing instruction based on students’ ability to use rhetorical devices; 2.
providing chances for students to describe things or feelings imaginatively,
specifically, and originally as a good start to the teaching of rhetorical devices.

Keywords: rhetorical devices, narrative, teaching, writing performance,
composition
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