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Analyses of the Evolution of Internet language and Speech
Community

Gang LIN
School of Chinese language and Literature,
Jiangsu Normal University

Abstract

The rapid development of Internet gave birth to the formation of the Internet
speech community, providing the conditions for the evolution of Internet
language. The scholars’study on the Internet language focused analysis on the
synchronic level. The Internet language in Chinese mainland has developed from
the early use of vocabulary for network communication to a variety of fixed
phrases, sentences, discourse patterns with current social functions, appeared new
features in phonetic, syntactic and semantic, and recently also appeared new
Internet idioms. Such developing process of Internet language serves as the
fundamental basis of the formation of the Internet speech community. In 2013
March, our investigation on RenRen Net users in Jiangsu normal university
teachers and students also demonstrated that the Internet speech community has

been formed.

Keywords: Internet, Speech community, Internet language, Evolution, New

Internet idioms

85



