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An Analysis of Semantic Differentiation of Constructions of
Visual Perception ‘KAN’, ‘KANJIAN’, ‘KANDAO’ and
‘KANWAN’ in Taiwanese Mandarin

Yung-sung Kuo
The Center of General Education,
Min-Hwei College of Health Care Management

Abstract

According to the view of temporal structure, MARVS and construction
grammar, this research attempted to differentiate the semantic structures of the
four constructions of visual perception, viz., kan 77, kanjian 7 //, kandao # %)/
and kanwan z; 5, in Taiwanese Mandarin. The result showed that the combining
of construction grammar and the theory of grammaticalization can differentiate
and explain the semantic structures of kan z;, kanjian # 4/, kandao %/ and
kanwan Z; 5t more perfectly than the perspectives of temporal structure and
MARVS. Based on the construction grammar and the theory of grammaticaliza-
tion, the finding displayed that the semantic differences among kan %7, kanjian
7744, kandao 7 Z/ and kanwan #; 5" were resulted from the symbolicity and
schematicity of constructions and the degree of grammaticalization of their units.
In addition, it can be shown that the meaning of kan 7 encompasses both visual
perceptional domain and cognitive domain because of the mechanisms of catego-
rization and metonymy, while the meaning of kanjian Z; /., kandao #; %/ and
kanwan #; 5 is limited within the visual perceptional domain. In conclusion, this
study found not only the close relationship among constructional semantics, con-
ceptual structures and syntactic behaviors, but also the importance of construc-
tional semantics in probing the interaction between cognition and linguistic
structures.

Keywords: Taiwanese Mandarin, constructions of visual perception, semantic dif-
ferentiation, construction grammar, grammaticalization, cognition



