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The Feature of Chinese Nouns Relating to Uses of Numeral
Classifiers

Xiaochun Teng
Hiroshima University,
Graduate School of Integrated Arts and Sciences

Abstract

Some previous studies propose that Chinese bare nouns only refer to catego-
ries (or attributes) of objects and not to the individual objects. Some also state
that Chinese bare nouns usually refer to plural entities. They propose that some
uses of Chinese numeral classifiers (NCLs) result from the features of Chinese
nouns. In this study, we argue that the uses of NCLs are related to the features
of Chinese nouns, and this is different from what previous studies have proposed.
We suggest that Chinese bare nouns can express three possibilities: categories (or

attributes), singular individual objects, and plural objects.

Keywords: feature of Chinese nouns, categories (or attributes), individual ob-

jects, numeral classifiers, function of introducing topic



