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A Corpus-based Study of the Num + Ge + N Structure of
the Chinese Nominal Classifier Ge

Jing-Ying RUI
Department of Chinese as a Second Language
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Classifiers have always been the focus and difficulty in the field of Teaching
Chinese as a Second Language. As the most commonly used classifier in Chinese,
the usage of ge has its complexity and particularity for both learners and native
speakers. In order to find out the specific features of Num + ge + N structure
when ge is used as a nominal classifier, the study investigates the corpus of
native speakers (BLCU Chinese Corpus) which shows that ge can be collocated
with some countable nouns, collective nouns and abstract nouns but it can’t be
used with uncountable nouns and proper nouns except in specific context.
Compared with ming and wei, ge cannot be used with the numeral er when
modifying the noun (of person). It is also not appropriate to use ge expressing
positive emotion. This study also analyses the errors in Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi
Dynamic Composition Corpus (Version 2.0), and concludes that the main types of
the errors are omission, addition and substitution. The causes of these errors
include the negative transfer of mother tongue, unclear structure, semantic
confusion and parts of speech confusion. Finally, the study puts forward three
teaching suggestions for the teaching of nominal classifier ge, hoping to provide
convenience for students to learn and provide reference for the teaching in
Teaching Chinese as a Second Language.

Keywords: classifier, corpus, error analysis, ge
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