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Abstract

The “Classics Reading: Liang Ch’i-Ch’ao’s Xin Min Shuo (the New Citizen)” is the
civic core competency program of the ministry of education implemented by this study
in the first semester of the 2011 academic year. Specifically speaking, the teaching
objective of this course is to guide students to generate conversations and connections
with the past through analysis and discussion of historical events and interpretation and
observation of historical materials. The purpose of this is to explore the sequence of
accepted theories and understand the culture and contemporary meaning of classics.
In addition, this course aims at guiding students to reflect on the “group advantage”
value concept emphasized in Xin Min Shuo and allow them to introspect their own life
experiences to identify the correlated meaning of themselves and groups and further
encourage the momentum of aggressiveness and positivity. The ultimate goal is for
students to become people that contribute to society. The purpose of this research is to
analyze the correlated meaning of classic readings and civic literacy and discuss the
difficult positions and restrictions of cultivating civic literacy through the observation of
the “public sphere” of the society and on campuses and the responses of learners.

Keywords: Liang Ch’i-Ch’ao, Xin Min Shuo, classic education, civic literacy,
general education
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