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Implementing the Curriculum Policy of
Crucial Issues: An Analysis of an
Elementary Teacher’s Individual

Sense-making

Ming-Cheng Yeh

The study is situated within a cognitive framework for understanding the
problematic implementation of the curriculum policy of the crucial issues (CPCI)
and draws upon insights by Karl Weick, David Cohen, and James Spillane. Building
upon the ideas of those scholars, this study adopts qualitative case study as research
strategy, and draws on interviews and document reviews, to explore how an
elementary female teacher (Teacher Shi, anonymous) makes sense of the CPCI, and
focuses on how she constructs the meaning of the curriculum policy messages and
her own behavior, and analysis of what factors impact on her sensmaking. This
study discovers Teacher Shi chooses to interpret and enact the CPCI with her
original mental models, and her sensemaking of the CPCI was deeply influenced by
her personal factors. Finally, further suggestions were offered basing on the above
conclusions. Hopefully, this study will provide valuable reference for the
policymakers of CPCI.

Keywords: sensemaking, policy implementation, curriculum policy, crucial issues
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