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Abstract

Since Fall 2013, Chang Gung University has launched 3-credit core curricular
courses under its general education program to meet the developmental objectives of
higher education in the 21st century and enhance students’ core competences in a rapidly
globalizing world. This paper reviews the idea, plans, regulations, process, and
reflections behind the reformation of core curricular courses at Chang Gung University
from 2013 to 2016.

The Core Curriculum (CC) at Chang Gung University aims at “bringing Chang
Gung to the world and vice versa.” “Chang Gung Global” is the guiding principle of the
reformation. All relevant courses are subjected to a rigorous external review process and
correspond to a university-wide standard. According to the regulations, each course must
enhance the students’ reading, writing, oral communication, and critical thinking skills.
Courses must ask students to (1) read two classics and three papers from authoritative
journals or books in the field; (2) participate in two forums each semester aimed at
enhancing critical thinking skills; (3) write two thematic term papers, 2000+ words each;
and (4) participate in in-depth discussions in the third hour of each class. To assess
learning outcomes of the core courses, instructors are required to submit regular reports,
students review how well their classmates have learned in groups, and the university has
also organized an academic conference for this purpose.

In sum, Chang Gung University has successfully promoted CC through the
establishment of a set of course rubrics and can be taken as a practical case in the
development of general education in Taiwan in the 21st century. The university’s support

was instrumental in the reformation.

Keywords: Chang Gung University, Core Curriculum, general education
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